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FOR PRESIDENT— CHAS. R. BURGER. 


T HE rumor, seeming 1 )* genuine. 

that Charles R. Burger is a 
candidate for the presidency of Ihe 
National Amateur Press Association 
has led me to ask for space in your 
valuable amateur journal in praise 
of the selection, which J hope is 
true. At present Mr. Burger is 
with a sick brother in lower Cali- 
fornia — at least when 1 last heard of 
him — and 1 cannot verefy the rumor 
by personal interview. 

There is not a man at the present 
day who more richly deserves the 
honor than Mr. Burger. 

Amateurdom at large, and the 
National in particular, owe him a 
debt ol gratitude which it can only 
repay by placing him in the presi- 
dential chair— the acme of honor 
which is only due to one so long as- 
sociated with the institution of am- 
ateur journalism. Almost before 
the present generation of active am- 
ateurs were born, Mr. Burger was 
interested in the mimic art of jour- 
nalism, and gradually worked 
through the different departments 
until he became the editor of Pro- 
gress, one of the oldest and best 
papers published. 

Prog rees was a very regular mon- 


thly— if I remember rightly— for a 
number of years, but business has 
converted it into a quarterly and of 
late years it has been published at 
the will of the editor. Mr. Burger 
has been, or is, a member ol every 
association ini ended tor the benefit 
ot a. j. and in many was the fore- 
most organize r. He was the lead- 
ing spirit of the old local Amateur 
Associate d Press, and it was here, 
in 1S88, that 1 first met him, Mr. 
Burger was alw ays a finished parlia- 
mentarian, and he often downed an 
opponent just through knowledge of 
parliamentary usages. This, coup- 
led with his generosity to youuger 
and struggling amateurs, was mis- 
construed into political trickery, 
and he gained the. soubriquet of 
“politician of the *dom.” 

He was continually misunderstood 
in the old days, through these cau- 
ses, but there is not an amateur who 
can say one word of calumny 
against him. 

He has given largely to amateur 
clubs and associations, to help them 
out ol finaw ial embarrassments and 
his kindness has rarely been ade- 
quately atknowledged. 

Aiwa) s alvi t and attentive to the 


interests of the N. A. P. A.; ever 
ready to assist a needy meeting; 
always a brilliant editorialist; well 
know n as a w itty after dinner speak- 
er and a constant attendant at all 
conventions, in whatever parrot the 
Union he'd, Mr. Burger is certainly 
the right man for the right place 
— and that place is president of the 
N. A. P. A. 

This letter may be regarded as a 
campaign document, but if so, my 
purpose is misunderstood. I have 
been prompted in addressing you 
through motives of friendship for a 
man who deserves the presidency 
should he consent to run. 

J. H. STOVER; 

AMONG AMATEURS * 


I LIKE the spirit of the article by 
Mr. Baldwin in the Mid-Winter 
Cycle about small papers. However 
small a paper may be or how poorly 
printed, so long as it has the right 
spirit ot a. }. and improvement, it is 
deserving of encouragement. If en- 
couraged in time it will show of w'hat 
it is made, ft is kuowm that the 
Mom, by the actions ot amateurs in 
frowning down small papers as not 
true ones, has deprived itself of 
many valuable recruits and future 
bright lights in our cause. By ail 
means, encourage the thumb nail. 

* o o o 

I NK PROPS has come again, and 
is up to its usual high andard. 
The contents are excellent, the most 
interesting of w hich are the editors’ 
departments. The illustrations are 
very good, and give the paper a 
highly pleasing appearance. It is 
always a welcome visitor whenever 
a) paring. 


I T seems that Ihe center of activity 
* has been transferred to the Pa- 
cific Coast, as San Francisco now' 
claims the honor of having more 
papers than any other city. Chicago 
Indianapolis and Buffalo, the good 
cities of old, are now unrepresented 
in the amateur field. Amateurdom, 
like fashion, is continually chang- 
ing. 

o o o 

W HAT we want no *v is a great 
number ot regular papers to 
secnre the interest of recruits, and to 
incite our editors to greater labor. 
A regular paper is ot more good to 
the amateur and recruit than an oo- 
easianal paper, however fine. True, 
generally an amateur may appreci- 
ate a fine paper more, but seeing a 
regular paper will cause him to 
make his paper regular. A fine 
paper is ot no good to the recruit — 
fir9t, because publishers will not 
generally send their fine papers to 
recruits; and second ly* if they do, 
the person will not find much of our 
aims and happenings in oue occas- 
ional issue of a paper. 

O O & 

T HE W. A. P. a. has?. ‘gone up*’ 
judging l rom appearances, not 
always deceptive. The E. A. P. A. 
has also crossed into the past, while 
the N. E. A. P. A. is not in the best 
of condition. Even the N. A. P A. 
has a touch of this queer feeling— a 
feeling of indifferent and discourage- 
ment, owing to a lack of activity; 
The P. A. P. A. isn’t doing much 
though ’tis far trom being dead. 
The 8. A. P. A., though the youn - 
gest, jp yet tiie livliest one of the lot. 
Verily the associations of a. j. have a 
hard road to trav "L 

The Rambler. 
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T HE selection ol Alson Brubaker 
by the Judiciary Committee to 
succeed John L. Tomlinson to the 
N. A. P. A, presidency, is an ex- 
cellent one. Mr. Brubaker has 
demonstrated by his past record 
his abilities and qualifications to 
carry on the duties of this office, and 
that he will successfully there can 
be bo doubt. Accept our congratu- 
lations and good wishes. Mr. Bruba- 
ker, and the Association. 


W E were extremely sorry to 
hear of President Tomlinsons 
resignation. lie was fully equal to 
the office, and would have had a 
most successful administration. 
But he found I hat his business 
would prevent him from satisfacto- 
rily filling the duties of the office, 
and he resigned. We admire his 
decision* and honor him the move. 


T RUTH, that, unique and interes- 
ting little papej from Seattle, 
comes with its last issue printed iu 
colors and is very attractive. The 
< ditor exhibits a selfish spirit in bis 
remarks regarding Mr. Simmons. 
He, or, any one else, knows, even if 
he will not admit it, that, Mr. Sim- 
mons has a perfect right to print, 
his paper on a postal card if he so 
desires, and no one can prevent a 
person using a postal just as he 
chooses in a ivspeciful manner. As 
for the copyrighting, a person can 
only copyright what is written, not 
the material on which it is written. 

It seems to us that the gentleman of 
the Pacific Coast has a good deal of 
that inadmirable quality, selfishness. 

HE admission bf Kentucky to 
S. A. P. A. territory was a 
correct move. Kentucky is a South- 
ern State for many reasons, besides 
in every geographical division ap- 
pearing among the Southern States 
and in an association representing 
the Southern States, every State 
in that region should he represented 
and have equal privileges. Ken- , 
tucky should have been in our terri- 
tory when the S. A. P. A. was first 
organized, and why it was left, out. . 
we cannot guess, fu behalf of. the . 
Association, we heartily invite auy 
amateurs of Kentucky so inclined to 
join tfie Southern. 

I N future the official organ of the 
Fla. A. J. A. will be known a* 
The Florida Amateur, such having 
been decided upon at the late con- 
vention. as the above name will 
clearly define the paper’s objects 
and position at a glance, and will 
avoid the liability of being confoun- 
ded with professionals, 



T HE Mid-Winter Cycle was one 
of the best holiday numbers 
ever issued in the 'dorn. ‘ it surpass 
aes our utmost e xpectations as to its 
excellence. Though we cannot say 
as much as w r e would like in praise 
of this excellent number for lack of 
space, our opinion is just as high as 
it' It had been expressed in many 
more words. The publishers de- 
serve great credit for their enter- 
prise. 


F RED W. PR AIT hag demon- 
strated his interest, in a. j. by 
beginning another paper, The In vin- 
cible. It is a neat well edited paper 
and deserves success. We hope that 
it will he invincible to the tendency 
to suspension and irregularity. Jn 
starting this paper, we hope Mr. 
Pratt will not discontinue The Spy, 
for il lie does there will be nothing 
gained by starting another paper. 


W E have received a copy of the 
first number of Thd Amateur 
published by An«el R. Kinne,of this 
city, and we welcome it to the list 
of Florida's amateur publications. 
It is quite a novelty, being hand 
written on a postal card. We wish 
the paper a long life and abundant 
success. Editors, p’ace him on 
your exchange lists, his address 
being Box 394, this city. 


O NE of our new papers is Alkali. 

Thomas Hancock editor, Edge- 
]y. N. D. Though small in size, in 
the quality and quantity of its con- 
tents it stands equally with any of 
our papers. As an initial number it 
reflects well on Mr. Hancock, and 
we wish it a long and happy slay in 
the Moui. 


W E should begin now a most 
energetic and honest cam- 
paign tor-N A. IVA. offices. There 
is nothing like an honest and enthu- 
siastic campaign to arouse and main- 
tain interest in our cause. Why do 
not members announce themselves 
candidates, several for each office, 
even though they do not want office, 
and let. a pleasant rivalry spring up 
and a good hatured campaign 
carried on hy each onete irimids? 
Nothing will do (he N. A. P. A. 
more good, incite more interest and 
enthusiasm in our work, fhe ex- 
change of good cheer, and promote 
correspondence than this agency. 

T HE comments oi Geo. A. Bald- 
win-, in the February Cycle, on 
the subject of (he editorial “we*’ iu 
comparison with the *T' are ot the 
best mode of thinking. With the 
strongest of arguments he proves, 
conclusively that *‘we” is (he pre- 
lerable and more progressive form. 
It is unnecessary for us to go deep 
into this subject; suffice is to say 
that, in virtue of its many advan- 
tages, we are heartily in favor of 
the “we. 1 ’ 


W E have been favored with a 
copy of Some Remarks pub- 
lished by A. W. Dennis, of Lynn. 
Mass. It is an all editorial paper, 
devoted to general and amateur 
topics. ’Tis the kind of a ’paper we 
like to see, ihough we don't have 
that pleasure very often. 

T HE latest number of Stray 
Thoughts, edited by Joe A. 
Spooner, of North East. Pa., is the 
best issue of that paper yet. in size, 
appearance and contents. We hope 
he will remain long: with the Mom. 
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NEW YORK LEJC1ER. 

The amateurs of this wicked city 
were greatly amused over the awful 
shock sustained by a Massachusetts 
amateur oil hearing the word “leg” 
used in connection with the appar- 
ent position of C'apen's arm with h’s 
fair partner, in the, Isjwn “snap 
shot” picture taken at Boston. 

Those who have been tort unate 
enough to see this picture can ap- 
preciate the above. It brings to 
mind the objection made some lime 
ago by the so-called cultured moral- 
isis of the Hub to Longfellow's line 
poem, “The Building of the Ship.” 
wherein he says: 

She starts— she moves— she seems 
to feel 

The thrill of life along her keel, 

And spurning with her foot ihe 
ground. 

With one exulting, joyons bound 

She leaps into the ocean’s arms. 

The tremendous impetus given 
the Association by the President 
and the Chairman of the Recruiting 
Committee is being felt along the 
line and if this year will not prove 
a blight red-letter one for the Na- 
tional it will not be the lault of the 
above named officers t and those en- 
thusiastic amateurs who have stood 
by the N. A. P. A. in all her trials. 

Among the recruiting schemes' 


was one which calls for a pledge of 
oue dollar for every failure to pro- 
pose a member — for six mouths one 
member or one dollar a mouth. The 
pledge was plainly stated on a pos- 
tal card, but the, Vice-Chairman to 
whom these cards were addressed, 
reports funny alterations-needlessto 
say. unnecessary ones made by the 
zealous recipients. In one case, in his 
endeavor to hind himself to more 
than one member a month, an ama- 
teur wrote between lines, in loops, 
with numerous care's and when it 
was all sifted down it meant no 
more or less than what the printed 
postal card contained. Then the 
funny fellows came along and put 
the word “don!t” in between “£ 
pledge,” signed their names and 
forwarded. These “don’t” cards 
showed the senders’ ignorance of 
polite and correct language, as well 
as their characters. Oue was from 
an amateur who was seeking the 
. Presidency a short year ago. 

Then there comes the “convul- 
sively tunny man” who scratched 
out every word on the postal card 
pledge, signed his name and fov- 
s warded. This was “ buffoonery P 
which bordered on life insult, and if 
his name was mentioned it would 
surprise my readers. But the word 
“declined” is put after the name of 
these so-called funny men, and is 
so reported in the official report. 
These cards were ini ended to help 


the N. A. P. A. in a business man- 
ner and not to be disfigured by poor 
penmanship and ungrammatical 
sentences. 

li is needless to dwell on the 
garbled and vindictive reports and 
comments of the Pacific Slope press 
on the late convention, for it is well 
known that the Coast has surren- 
dered and regards votes as the best 
bullets. Among the western papers 
Truth (Aug. and Sep.) was found 
not very tnithlnl, but au excellent 
sheet to iiutke memorandum notes 
on. 

It is somewhat of a surprise to see 
the. slight manner in which Morton 
disposes ol the “I vs. We” question. 
Jt w as supposed he would have a de- 
cided opinion one w’ay or the other. 
This college bred tnan had better 
take a course in journalism— or 
apply to some of our amateurs for 
points. Jn July Prairie Breezes 
he writes a good report of the con- 
vention, but mars it by an introduc- 
tion, once or twice, bl the great 
Morton, and characterises the selec- 
tion of Cincihfttifi as unfair, and 
says the ’96 convention was elected 
by a policy of selfishness. 

Then he has a shot at the “Coxey 
movement.” and compares Coxey’g 
vagabonds, tramps and ne’er-do- 
wells (the most vicious class civili- 
zation has to contend with) to the 
honest, hard-working laborer. He’* 
an anarchist sure, and the quicker 
he mingles with men of the world 
the better. I recommend a morning 
cocktail, what we sinful New Yor- 
kers call an “eye opener,” and the 
perusal of some of the latest French 
novels. As a journalist, a collegian 


and an elocutionist Morton is a fai- 
lure. 

A mong the circulars issued by the 
reemitiog officer is one by an ex- 
president of the Association, of 
wiiich he says : ‘‘Many hundreds of 
copies of this pamphlet 1 distributed 
free and it done good work.” (The 
small caps are mine.) If this lapse 
of grammar is the result of five years 
in a. j. and three years in the Na- 
tional, it does not speak well for the 
educational advantages which are so 
highly spoken of by the advocates ot 
a. j. There is a younger generation 
coming on now, and ex -presidents 
should set good examples. 

Earnest endeavors are being made 
to organize local clubs and October 
is to be devoted to this w’ork. In 
Brooklyn. 22d: New York, 23di 
Jersey City, 24th. The close vicin- 
ity of these three cities and the fact 
that amateurs of one will want to go 
to the meetiug of the other, It will 
prove a good scheme to consolidate 
the three nights and select one city 
in w hich to hold the grand meeliugl 

There never w us a time in the his- 
tory of the National that such vigor- 
ous w ork as that of the present ad- 
ministration w r as ever attempted add 
from the present outlook it seems as 
if the increase in the list of members 
wilt far exceed our fondest hopes." 

And yet. there were some who 
criticised the “old woman” associa- 
tion and the “fossil” president. 
Such is tame ! Three cheers for the 
“old woman” and a tiger for the 
“lossll!” 

New t Yorker. 

Sept, 24th, mu 
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OUR EXCUSE. 

W E sent the manuscript of this 
issue to our printers about 
the first part of October, expecting 
to receive the papers in two or three 
weeks, as we did the previews issue, 
but it came not, so after about six 
weeks of waiting, we sent for the 
copy, expecting to get some one 
here to do the work at once. But 
the rush of the holiday season took 
up so much of our time that we were 
unable to complete any arrange- 
ments. Now that the holiday sea- 
son is over, we thought it best to 
use our spare moments in trying to 
catch up, rather than give it to the 
printer and always be behind time, 
lienee we appear in our old style 
once more, apologizing for our form 
and delay, and trustiog you will 
overlook our inactivity, and for a 
welcome from our amateur friends. 


IN MEMORIAL. 

I N the death of Mr. Franklin C. 

Johnson, official editor of the 
National Amateur Press Associa- 
tion, which occurpd after a short 
illness at Nice, Italy. Jan. 6. 1895, 
w hither he had gone to spend the win 
ter in search ol health, amateur jour- 
nalism loses one of its most valued 
advocates and members, and the A>- 
socation, one of its most painstaking 
officials and loyal member*, 

Mr. Johuson was an anthor of 
more than usual talent and versatil- 
ity, ranking equally high in sketch, 
story, essay and poetical composi- 
tion. He has always proven him- 
self faithful to every trust as an am- 
ateur, and his future was bright 
indeed. As a member of the official 
board the editor came in constant 
and intimate relations with him. and 
has always found him the same 
courteous, affiable, trustful friend 
and the same pleasant, conscien- 
tious. hard-working official. 

He was universally popular in the 
’dom, and the Presidency of the N. 
A* P. A. w as open to him if ever he 
signified his desire ot being thus 
honored. His death leaves a vacan- 
cy in our ranks that will be hard to 
fill, for such versatile talents as his 
are hard to find. YVe extend our sym- 
pathy to his family, the Association, 
and ’dom on ihelr great loss. 


T WO papers. Dawn and Hot 
Shot, are doubly welcome at 
this office. First, on account of 
being so interesting, energetic and 
generally meritorious ; and secondly, 
and mainly, because they both are 
Southern papers, and we do like to 
see papers Irom the South, for this 




region is not so'plcntiously supplied 
with papers, and each one is a most 
valuable acquisition. We welcome 
Mias White and Mr. Davis among 
our editors. 


A T the S. A. P. A. convention. 

held at New Orleans on Dec, 
29, 1894. the following offioers were 
chosen for the ensuring term : Pres- 
ident, Nathan H. Ferguson. Level 
Plains, N. C. ; tirst vice president, 
Emerson Bentley, New Orleans, La. ; 
second vice. president., Edwin Davis, 
Blocton. Ala.; recording secretary . 
Til Til ford, San Antonio, Tex. ; cor- 
responding secretary, Ernest B. 
Simmons, Midland Fla.; treasurer, 
JohnT. Nixon, New Orleans. La,; 
official editor, Miss Stella Truman, 
Opelousas. La. ; next meeliog place, 
Sau Antonio, Tex. The board is 
composed of our best and most ener- 
getic Southern amateurs, under 
\vho*e care our Association is bound 
to prosper, and may even •‘boom.’ 1 
during the coming year. 


P OLITIC S bid fair to boom the 
com i n g y e : i r . A 1 rea d y ama t i r s 
are setting their traps for official 
honors. We understand that there 
will be four or five candidates for 
the National presidency, two or 
♦hree aspirants for the official edi- 
torship, two up for treasurer, and 
several cities fo»* next, meeting place. 
While we believe polities are an ad- 
vantage to our cause, it. should not 
take the place of our literature, but 
should divide w r ith it. So, while we 
gee politics flourishing, greater 
efforts should be made to bring our 
literary \V6rk to the same healthy 
growth. 


OUR LAUREATESHIPS. 

W E agree with Miss Robbins io 
regard to the laureates hips. 
If there is not enough interest to on 
writers to contest for the laurea 1 
titles for fhe honor what's in thei , 
it is not right to offer prizes to i. 
cite that interest, for then our au 
tliora would, very likely, lose sig I 
of the honor of the award and won; 
for the prize; in which case the 
work wouldn’t be amateur in the 
strictest sense of the word. Accor 
ding to our view of the matter, our 
writers enter their productions no 
careful whether they are always 
the’r best work, as much for the im- 
provement due to the practice o 
writing ami of criticism aud the en- 
joyment of seeing fheir own anti 
others’ articles brought into friend v 
competition, as to win the award. 
As it now is one or two awards d > 
not prove that the recipient is 
the best writer in any line of work. 
But it prizes 3hould be offered, every 
contestant would do their very best 
to obtain the prize; and, in thisca?” 
the winner would be considered the 
best vri ter in that class. J.n future 
contests the losers would, no doubt, 
refrain Irom entering. if the form 
winner should enter as he Would 
very likely do, and then our great 
contests would develop into a prize 
‘•horse-race’’ each year with the 
same contestants — not more than 
two, but generally one -with tie 
same winner. If there is not enough 
honor in the laureateships them- 
selves. it is better that they should 
not be awarded, than to be coupled 
with a orize to bring out our litera- 
ture. Our work should be done f«u 
the loveot it, for pecuniary c* 
material iuducemeitts. 
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soKsranra for hothihg. 


T HE world is full of men who ex- 
pect something for noth 
They are the kind who hope to reap 
a field full of riches by planting a 
solitary seed, They don t believe 
in the slow and steady accumulation 
of money but want to become well 
off at a single bound and without 
any expenditure of lime or labor, 
and, with fond anticipations of rol- 
ling in wealth, they invest the few 
dollars they have in some scheme 
which is intended to make them 
wealthy in a short time, but which, 
too often to their sorrow, ends in 
their money being gobbled up by 
the originators of the scheme, who 
by fanciful tales and exaggerated 
stories have built up the false hopes 
of the deluded victim. 

The frauds arising from this de- 
sire on the part of the misguided 
to rise to sudden affluence are being 
constantly practiced, tor although 
the various devices for getting 
money from the victims have time 
and again been exposed in the pub- 
lic prints, there are always some 
people wlio are foolish anti credu- 
lous enough to believe that there are 
others who will give them something 
lor nothing. 

These schemes of obtaining 
mopey under false pretences are as 


varied m they are old. Some of 
ihcin are moss grown with age, and 
the wonder of it all is that there are 
still folks who haven’t yet learned 
of the oft exposed traps laid for 
them by the designing. The com- 
monest" of these games is the “green 
goods swindle.” This consists in 
selling counterfeit money to men, 
mostly rushes, who buy it with the 
full knowledge of its worthlessness, 
and who expect to swindle others 
with »t by passing it as good money. 
In this way the buyer, per the prom- 
ise of the green goods men, is sup- 
posed to get about twenty or lhirty 
times the amount of money he pays. 
When, howeyer, the purchaser opens 
the package sent to him by the 
green goods men he finds instead oi 
the counterfeit money he expected, 
either a lot ot saw dust or pieces of 
paper cut to the size ot a dollar bill 
bur which could not be passed even 
on a blind man. This game would 
never be carried on or have grown to 
the large proportions to which it 
has were it not tor the tact that 
there are a great many people who 
expect to get something lor nothing. 

The newspapers very olten con- 
tain advertisements couched in flow- 
ery language designed to raise your 
hopes of becoming rich in short 


order and so ingeniously worded as 
to cause you to bite eagerly at the 
bait held out by anglers who are 

ready to inveigle you in their net 

and victimize you out of as much 
money as they cau possibly lay 
their hands on. You are urged, you 
are persuaded, upon promise of hav- 
ing your money trebled several' 
times over, to place your cash in a 
land, in a mining or in a manufac- 
turing scheme, which to the unso- 
phisticated seems to be a very fin* 
and profitable investment. You are 
promised a thousand dollars where 
you invest ten . Visions of abundant 
wealth flit before your eyes, and 
beautiful cascles-in-the-air lorm 
themselves in your mind. Anxious 
to obtain riches at One bound, in- 
tent upon getting something for 
nothing, and entirely forgetful of 
the simple but undisputed fact that 
people are hot in the habit of giving 
away large amounts for small am- 
ounts, you hasten, with eagerness 
and dispatch, to send in your share. 
You receive in return a colored cou- 
pon worthy from a printer’s point of 
View, about a cent or two, and when 
alter a reasonable lapse of time you 
apply for your share ot the profits 
which had been promised you, ypu 
are met with the slunning informa- 
tion thai the company has dissolved. 
‘Skipped by the light of the moon,” 
as it were. Then you go off into a 
corner add, in the choice language 
ot fhe street, you kick yourself. 

A certain class or periodicals make 
it a business to publish alluring ad- 
vertisements of parlies who pretend 
to give away ^free of charge” gold 
watches. raaghiftcient pianos, costly 
silver ware and other articles of 
value, to all wh6 answer the ‘-‘ad.” 


and enclose the small amount they 
generally call lor. Singular as it 
may appear, the mail of these ad- 
vertisers is large and their business 
made remunerative because of the 
many people who by their own self- 
deception reckon on receiving some- 
thing for nothing. It is not, how- 
ever, until after these guillible tolk 
part; w ith their money and gel noth- 
ing ol commensurate value in return 
that they wish they had been wiser 
men. 

Thus the credulity of many people 
in imagining that they can get a 
great deal lor a very little serves to 
keep shrewd but unprincipled per- 
sons in good circumstances ; it may 
be said, in truth, that they live and 
thrive on the silliness of others. 
Hence, beware of the man who 
offers to give you something for 
nothing, ft is contrary to the rules 
of human conduct. It is too unnat- 
ural to be true, Therefore, be wise 
and shun him, for he hath evil in- 
tentions. 

Jacob C. Brand. 


Our Prospects* 

E verything seems auspicious 

tor making this the most pros- 
perou 3 year in Hie history of t he S, 

A. P. A. All ihe officers are going 
to work with a will, and the new 
members are beginning to roll in. 
The aim ot the administration is to 
double the membership during the 
present term and believe they w ill, 
lor President Ferguson and his fel- 
low officers are truly hustlers. 
Then with plenty of entries for the 
laureateships to keep Mr. BCniley 
busy handling them, we must have 
our most successlul year. Let us all 
do aomething to secure that ead. 
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N EW ORLEANS sends forth an 
amateur paper again. The 
first number of Triplets, edited by 
Emerson Bentley, first vice-presi- 
dent ol the S. A. P. A., has reached 
us. We heartily welcome it among 
our exchanges, most especially be- 
cause ii is a Southern paper. It 
should be on every amateur's list, 
the editor’s address being, No. 727 
Common St., New Orleans, La. 

J'T’WAS with sorrow that we 
J. heard of the death of Charles 
Sutter. Though we knew nothing 
of his abilities or work, having 
never seen his paper or any works of 
his pen, we should judge that he 
was a man of ability and with a 
bright future, from the highly com- 
plimentary notices he has been re- 
ceiving in our papers, and that lhe 
Coast sustains a great loss. 


W E were honored on February 
13 with a very pleasant visit 
lrom Mr. A. W. Dennis, president of 
the N. E. A. P. A. and official editor 
of the N. A. P. A., on his way 
home lrom a briel sojourn in this 
State. We found him a thorough 
and enthusiastic amateur, a fluent 
talker, full of energy and ability. 
The time spent in his company was 
of great pleasure and profit to ns. 
In Florida, where genuine and re- 
nowned amateurs are scarcely found 
or seen, it is a great treat to fall into 
the company of such an amateur, 
especially one so talented and enter- 
taining as Mr. Dennis. 

T HE AFTERMATH is wiihout 
doubt one of our best papers. 
It is so different from the general 
run of our papers that its very in- 
dividuality makes it the more inter- 
esting. The streakings of humor 
throughout its pages, together with 
the spice and sarcasm of its edito- 
rials make it a very valuable and 
entertaining journal. 

T HE BULLETIN, an amateur 
weekly of Washington, D. C.j 
is one of the most enterprising 
papers that reach us. In push, reg* 
ularity, typographical appearance 
and excellence of contents, it par* 
takes of a professional. The paper 
is truly a marvel of what youthful 
ambition, energy and perserveraaee 
can accomplish. 

W E extend our best wishes tor 
the highest success of the 
Illinois Slate Amateur Press Asso- 
ciation, organized at Chicago on 
February 22d ; and also our congrat- 
ulations to George L. Colburn upon 
being chosen its first president. 


T HE appointment oi A. W. Dan- 
nis as official editor fs highly 
satisfactory. Mr. Dennis is a man 
of editorial ability, as his paper, 
Some Remarks, shows, and tha* he 
will fill the position with abil- 
ity and success and that he will 
maintain fully the standard set by 
his predecestor, goes without say- 
ing* We thank President Burger 
tor recognizing the abilities ol our 
young amateurs and congratulate 
him upon his choice, as do we also 
Mr. Dennis on his appointment and 
the Association on securing such a 
talented officer. 


P RESIDENT Burger's paper, 
Progress, exhibits throughout 
its pages the spirit of energy and 
progress so noticeable in his ad - 
ministration of affairs. Though 
we oppose a re-election in our ama- 
teur associations on the ground that 
being more on the same level as 
regards education, ability and quali- 
fications, there should be more chan- 
ces for our amateurs io secure the 
honors of our offices, we think he 
deserves the honor of a second term 
as much as any of our presidents. 


T HE SEARCHLIGHT is one of, 

the best papers in the T dom, 
as regards contents, and that is how 
we judge our papers. The edit orials 
of Mrs^Lucas are dignified, convin- 
cing, composed in faultless language 
and show much knowledge and re- 
search and careful thought, and 
make her one of our best editorial 
writers. 


T HE literary character of the 
articles and papers of the Pa- 
cific amateurs is steadily improving. 


The contents of the papers are of h 
higher grade, the composition a? <1 
ex p re s s i o n m ore nearly perfect and 
more original aucl interesting. The 
improvement is most noticeable irs 
The West, The Review, The Ever- 
green State, Thoughts; 'Lilliputian 
and The Newsboy. There is good 
material there to help make our Ne 
tkmal official board, and we nou 
believe, alter seeing and remedy! u 
their late mistakes, that they ar 
made of the right kind oi stuff — 
manliness. 


C RITERIA is a model amateur 
magazine and is the nearest ore 
io our ideal now publisded. The 
contributions are of an excellent 
literary standard. The editorial- 
iorrn a no less interesting or merito- 
rious part of the paper, where every 
sphere of the ’(lain fall under the 
editor's observation, as it always 
should be. We congratulate Mr. 
Freeman on his successful venture 

W E never knew Miss White’s ab- 
ilities as an editorial writer 
unti we saw Dawn. Her sweet 
and plain womanly, yet forcible, 
way of putting her ideas and ex- 
pression her opinions, endears her to 
us all, and carries all over to her 
mode of thinking. The dignity ami 
high standard of her paper places il 
foremost of the Southern papers. 

O NE has but to cast his eye to- 
ward the South to find ama- 
teurdflm’s best liferaleurs. a* their 
recent productions testify. Wernay 
have fewer amateurs and papers, hut 
in common w ith our fellow South- 
erners, we believe in quality rather 
than quantity. And we. have I ho 
former in amosUatisfaofcorydeg:’ter 
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MOTHER NATURE’S HUMAN CHILDREN. 


H OW differently Nature affects 
people, according to tempera- 
ment and taste ! Many people have 
no love or* regard lor Nature except 
as she ministers to their comfort or 
discomfort; Such people look upon 
stream^ as being useful only to turn 
mill-wheels and they regard rivers 
as of value only lo carry steamboats 
and freight barges. These undevel- 
oped creatures imagine thal the 
trees were made only lo give shade, 
and that the sun shines that vegeta- 
tion may grow. 

Those who have a keen regard lor 
the beauties of Nature are extreme- 
ly foriunate. But there are those 
who take a genuine pleasure in the 
sight of a lovely llower or a gor- 
geous sunset, though they feel no 
special sentiment in connection with 
either. Of this class Miss Susan B. 
Robbins is an example, and her 
sketch, entitled; “Among Falling 
Trees,” in the last Recorder, is a 
fair example ot the feeling rel erred 
to. It is a canon of art that the 
laithful transcript of any fact of Na- 
ture which is not in itself repulsive, 
however simple and nnimposing, 
has a distinct charm, and it is Miss 
Robbins’ pictures oi Nature as it is 
that are most charming. 

There are soine people with whom 


the love of Nature is a passion, and 
companionship with her the com- 
pensation lor a hundred depriva- 
tions. Such people find that Na- 
ture satisfies the imagination in a 
way that nothing else can. To them 
the* very flowers have souls and 
speak to them in their own sweet 
way. Miss Kathleen F. Smith is of 
this latter class. She pictures Na- 
ture as a living* speaking thing. 
There is such a fragrant warmth of 
sunny weather, beautiful women 
and heroic men in her stories, that 
the reader is charmed into forget- 
ting the too frequently exaggerated 
metaphors which are due to the per- 
sonification which she gives to inan- 
imate objects. However, all poetry, 
even in its most humble lorm, 
abounds with personification, and 
this figure adds a great charm 
to prose writing. When we say the 
earth thirsts tor rain, or the green 
fields smile with plenty ; when am- 
bition is said to be restless, or a dis- 
ease to be deceitful, we use this fig- 
ure and show with what lacility the 
mind can accommodate the proper- 
ties o£ living creatures to things 
without life, or to abstract concep- 
tions. Miss Smith is becoming a 
master ol this sty le. 

During Abe Middle Ages, when 


Europe groaned under Its burden of 
horrid religious dogmas and super- 
stitions, the grand scenery of the 
Alps excited only fear. And the 
Crusaders imagined the mountains 
ol Tyrol as filled with devils and 
demons. This feeling toward the 
grand in Nature is seldom seen in 
our modern literature and in our 
amateur literature is almost un- 
known, although Mr. Edkins some- 
times speaks in a morbid way of the 
bleak, blind wind and the cold, 
slumberous sea. 

In our go-ahead time people nre 
apt to look upon Nature with Indif- 
ferent eyes. Many people when 
traveling through a district where 
the scenery is grand or beautiful, 
are not satisfied unless they have a 
crowd of companions about them. 
Why, I know not. That is some- 
thing I can’t understand. To me 
Nature is often vulgarized by the 
presence of the vulgar. For instance 
the enjoyment of Alpine scenery 
was to me much marred by the 
crowds of restless tourists that were 
always about; and in Colorado I 
have seen the almost sacred mystery 
of giant mountain peaks made a 
laughing stock by those about me. 
The presence ot indifferent specta- 
tors is a vexation of spirit hard to 
hear by the traveler who has an 
eye for the grand or the beautiful. 
Franklin C. Johnson. 

o — _ 

AERIAL NAVIGATION. 

F AR back into oblivion is the un- 
known date when the first boat 
was launched. Before then, perhaps, 
steam navigation was looked upon 
with the same doubt that we now 
«peak of. sailing through the air. 


Perhaps then .when some eccentric 
savage announced his intention of 
floating down the river on a log 
and guiding his craft with a bough, 
a whole settlement turned oui to see 
the “crank” perform the Incredible 
feat. Now, everywhere the seas are 
doited with the vessels, but the in- 
ventive genius is not satisfied — he 
wants to travel the air. 

The subject is very seldom referred 
to by classical writers, and, strange 
to say, is broached only by the 
lower classes of scientific men. All 
the advancement that has yet been 
made is the works of men noticeably 
behind their times. 

Perhaps f he earliegt embodiment 
of air navigation is the fanciful lit- 
tle tale of tne escape ot old Dajdalus 
and his son Icarus from Minion’s 
prison. The story runs that the old 
genius made, of wax and feathers, 
a pair of wings for each himself and 
son. Before starting the father in- 
structed his son not to fly too high, 
but the youth, in his haste to get be- 
yond the dominions of his captor, 
disregarded his lather’s eautiou and 
soared so near the sun that the heat 
melted the wax and he fell into the 
sea and was drowned. 

The earliest air navigators, or 
perhaps better, would be air naviga, 
tors, worked to contrive wings. 
Alter centuries of experimenting 
they finally concluded that man’s 
muscles were not of sufficiency lo fly 
so they begau work upon a flying 
boat or air ship. 

It might be well to state here that 
it was the belief of early projectors 
that the athmosphere surrounding 
the earth was all of the same density 
and very shallow* , Hence,, Jheir 
first impulse was lo get a boat to 


the surface of this great bell of air; 
then they thought it possible to make 
their air crafts sail upon the surlace 
like a ship at sea. Of course, the 
discovery of the barnmeter ruined 
this theory and dispelled such ideas. 

To-day, the modern genius is still 
working upon this air ship, but it 
seems that success is as far beyond 
him as it was above the ancients. 

It is necessary that a material 
may be found with the combined 
properties of lightness and strength 
—aluminum bronze has both these 
properties, and will, perhaps, con- 
stitute the material of our future 
flying machine — if we ever have 
one. 

Were it possible to govern the bal- 
loou otherwise than perpendicularly, 
that is, if a rudder could be contriv- 
ed which would guide the vessel in 
the wind, we might talk of the prob- 
abilities of an air ship. Until then, 
perhaps we had better let politics 
divert our attention, and let the 
aerial navigator enjoy the solitude of 
his own company, in lhe calm of 
his own existence. 

Geo. L. Colburn. 

■ o 

A Girls 9 Enterprise . 

W E have again been favored 
with another number of The 
Girls’ Enterprise alter quite an ab- 
sence. The most important change 
we notice is in lhe staff, Miss Edith 
V. Kreiner, editor of The Study, 
oue ol the leading puzzle papers of 
the country, succeeding Miss M. A . 
Morrison as one of the editors. The 
editorials are inf cresting, forcible 
and with a regardlessness of fear or 
favor that makes them more fine to 
admirers of independence and the 
right of free speech. 
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S PEAKING of lhe “sense ot jus- 
tice,” we can say something. 
During the entire existence of the 
N. A. P. A. the South, which baa 
contributed and still does contribute 
some of the most talented and valu- 
able members that the Association 
has ever seen, has never had lhe 
presidency once nor has this region 
had a convention — her only effort 
involving more labor and suffering 
a more humiliating defeat than did 
San Francisco’s campaign last year 
— while every other section lias had 
one or more presidents or conven- 
tions. Mark this, ye lovers of jus- 
tice, the South must have either the 
next president or the uext conven- 
tion ! And we will have one or the 
other, if justice prevails. Justice 
demands it. Mark ye this, all ye 
lovers of justice 1 


I T is a source of delight to the av- 
erage amateur editor to receive 
acknowledgements of the receipt of 
his paper from those amateurs so 
situated m not to be able to acknow- 
ledge their receipt by exchanging. 
It sets to rest any doubts as to 
whether or not the papers reach 
their destination, and is an addi- 
tional impetus to continue and im- 
rove one’s paper, because he then 
nows that there are some who find 
is worthy ol a perusal and an ac- 
knowledgement, and that his best 
efforts are being appreciated by a 
few, at least. To those who in the 
past have so kindly acknowledged 
the receipt of The Tikes, we ten- 
der our sincere thanks for their kUid 
and thoughtful remembrance and 
evidences ol appreciation. 


I NDIANAPOLIS has been very 
quiet for some time, which is 
more to be wondered at when the 
present amateur revival is almost 
universal throughout the Mom, af- 
fecting alike recruits and tossils. 
Surely, this slate of affairs should 
have some effect on Kamber, Stein- 
berg and the other erstwhile active 
young ladies and men of that city. 
If that colony could make even a 
faint semblance to their once famous 
activity, the ’dom would be pleased. 

O CEAN WAVES is one of the 
finest appearing papers that 
reach our table. It reflects much 
credit upon the typographical abili- 
ties ol its printer, while the contri- 
butions and editorials maintain an 
equally high standard of excellence 
from a literary standpoint. Our 
only regret is that it does not appear 
oftener. 


A LABAMA is having qu»te a re- 
vival of amateur enthusiasm. 
Through the efforts of Edwin Davis 
the hustling second vice-president 
or the S. A, P. A*, the once-active 
Birmingham is awakening from her 
long sleep and promises to regain 
her lormer position. It is safe to 
say that we will soon hear from L, 
W. Friedman, J, W. Donovan and 
no doubt many new names. Then, 
with the Blocton a ams” lull of en- 
thusiasm and activity, and perhaps 
other places yet to hear lrom. we 
may look for a red-letter year for 
Alabama, and which will, very like- 
ly, ensure them the next S. A, P. A. 
convention and, perhaps, the presi- 
dency at the coming convention at 
San Antonio, Texas. 


T HAT excellent paper. Some 
Remarks, only reaches our 
office three times a year, having re- 
ceived since its first issue last May, 
the May, September and January 
numbers. Its prospectus declares 
that it is published bi-monthly, but 
it appears to be published only as a 
“thirdly” to us. Nevertheless, we 
appreciate the general merit of the 
issues that we have, and hope that 
we may keep on receiving it, even 
if it does only reach us three times a 
year. 

T HE editorials and general excel- 
lence of The New England Of- 
ficial emphasiezs the wisdom of the 
choice of James H. Chase as official 
editor of the N. E A. P. A. Wc 
hope Mr. Chase will satisfy the 
yearning ol the ’dom by sending out 
again his ever popular and excellei t 
amateur magazine— The Sentinel. 
Can we hope, Mr, Chase? 


